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Carl Friedrich August Purfürst (1834-1909), hereafter referred to by his chosen Anglicized name of 
Charles Purfeerst, was born March 1, 1834 in Neustadt an der Orla, Germany. He was the fourth of eight 
children born to Johann David Ernst Purfürst (1802-1866) and Christlieb Wilhelmine Seltmann (1799-
1888).  
 
On April 23, 1860 Charles married Pauline Augustine Rachold. The daughter of Christian Rachold and 
Austine Hempel, she was born Nonmember 7, 1875 in Neustadt a/O, Germany. In September 1865 they 
sailed from the German port of Bremen aboard sailing vessel America and arrived at the port of New 
York on September 12, 1865. From there they immediately traveled to Covington, Fountain County, 
Indiana, the hometown of his brother Johann Friedrich Purfürst, a.k.a. Frederick Purfeerst (1832-1855), 
who had previously immigrated. Here Charles would establish his trained occupation as a shoemaker.  
On May 7, 1866 Charles submitted his Naturalization Intention at the Circuit Court, Covington, 
Fountain County, Indiana. 
 
 
 

                                                    
 
On July 30, 1867 Charles would purchase Lot 59 in Vances Addition to the Town of Covington, 
Fountain County, Indiana. This property was purchased from David Rawls for the amount of $300.00. 
Charles and Pauline would remain in Covington for the remainder of their lives. Charles died July 22, 
1909. In his last bequest, Charles asked that he be buried in his wedding suit that was made in Germany 
49 years earlier. He also requested that an old fashioned key-winding watch, which he had brought from 
Germany, be wound up and placed on his breast. All of the requests were observed in full detail. Pauline 
died February 17, 1904. They were interred in the Mount Hope Cemetery, Covington, Fountain County, 
Indiana.  
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• Charles and Pauline Purfeerst would have no children of their own but they would adopt a 
 daughter, Emma E. Purfeerst, who was born March 1870 in Indiana. On October 24, 1893 in 
 Covington, Fountain County, Indiana, Emma Purfeerst married John G. Evans who was born 
 December 1868 in Indiana. To this marriage John would bring a daughter from a previous 
 marriage: Lucille Evans, born November 5, 1889. John died March 15, 1906 in Indiana. Emma 
 died between  1910 and 1920; place of interment unknown. John and Emma would have a son, 
 Emerson Clarence Evans, born December 1895.  
 

o At the time of the 1920 census Emerson was living with his married step-sister Lucille and her 
 husband, Paul F. & Lucille (Evans) Rodenbaugh in Covington, Fountain County, Indiana who 
 were married December 16, 1909 in Covington, Fountain County, Indiana. At the time of the 
 1930 census Emerson was living in the town of Wayne, Marion County, Indiana with the 
 family of Charles Shank (age 43) and his wife who was age 70 and left unidentified on the 
 census form. Clarence, age 34, was noted as being a nephew of Charles Shank; however, since 
 Clarence’s mother was not only adopted but was also an only child, it is not known how that 
 relationship was determined.  It is possible that Charles Shank, or his unnamed wife, represent 
 the birth family of Emerson’s mother who was adopted as an infant. It is believed that Emerson 
 never married.  
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