
Johann David Ernst Purfürst 
a.k.a. 

Ernest Purfurst 
Essex County, New Jersey 

 
Johann David Ernst Purfürst, hereafter referred to by his chosen Anglicized name of Ernest Purfurst, 
was born July 27, 1802 in Neustadt an der Orla, Germany. He was the seventh of eight children born to 
Johann Georg Purfürst (1757-1782) and Maria Juliana Horn (1761-1820). 
 
On April 14, 1782 Ernest married Christliebe Wilhelmina Seltmann in Neustadt, Germany. The daughter 
of Christoph Friedrich Seltmann, she was born January 21, 1799 in Wildenthal, Germany. Hereafter she 
is referred to by her chosen Anglicized name of Wilhelmine Purfurst.  
 
Ernest and Wilhelmine, their five surviving sons and their two daughters all immigrated to America at 
various intervals. Their sixth son, Friedrich Wilhelm, died in Germany at the age of 3. Ernest, 
Wilhelmine, daughters Pauline and Ida and son Robert resided in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey 
and retained the original surname spelling of Purfurst. Ernest later returned to Germany as did son 
Robert and his wife. 
 
Sons Karl Friedrich Ernst Purfürst, a.k.a. Charles Purfeerst (Rice County, Minnesota), Carl Friedrich 
Purfürst, a.k.a. Herman Purfeerst (Steele County, Minnesota) , Johann Friedrich Purfürst, a.k.a. 
Frederick Purfeerst (Fountain County, Indiana) would immigrate at various times between 1852 and 
1854, gather in Ohio and  move west. Son Carl Friedrich August Purfürst, a.k.a. Charles Purfeerst 
immigrated at a later date and joined his brother in Indiana. All four families adopted the surname 
spelling of Purfeerst. 
 
1. Ernest and Wilhelmine Purfurst's fifth child, eldest daughter Christiana Paulina Purfürst, was born 

January 28, 1836 in Neustadt, Germany. Hereafter referred to by her chosen Anglicized name of 
Pauline Purfurst, she is believed to have sailed from the German port of Bremerhaven, accompanied 
by her brother Charles Purfeerst aboard the vessel Mississippi, arriving at the  American port of 
Baltimore, Maryland on September 21, 1852. (See Charles Purfeerst, Rice County, Minnesota for 
details of the ship's manifest)  

 
 In 1856, in the city of Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, Pauline Purfurst would marry her cousin, 
 Carl Franz Leupold who immigrated through the port of Philadelphia in 1852. Hereafter referred to 
 by his Anglicized name of Charles Francis Leupold, he was born May 5, 1827, also in Neustadt, 
 Germany, and was the son of Johann Carl Gottfried Leupold and Maria Rossina Purfürst. Pauline 
 would thus become the first of the Purfürst family members to live in Newark. They would have four 
 children: Fransisca Leupold, Richard Leupold, Ida Leupold and Pauline Leupold. 
  

1.1. Charles and Pauline Leupold's first child, Fransisca Leupold, was born in July 1857 in  Newark, 
Essex County, New Jersey. About 1887 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey she would marry 
Christian (Christopher) Kock. The son of John and Mary Cook, he was born January 1856 in 
New York. Christian died between 1900-1910 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Franciska 
died between 1920-1930 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. They would have a son Charles 
F. Kock, born May 1878 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Charles never married.  
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1.2. Charles and Pauline Leupold's second child, Richard Leupold, was born September 10, 1861 in 
Newark, Essex County, New Jersey but died of Tuberculosis on November 7, 1888. He was 
interred in the family lot at Woodland Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Richard 
never married. 

 
1.3. Charles and Pauline Leupold's third child, Ida Leupold, was born June 29, 1865 in Newark, 

Essex County, New Jersey. On June 20, 1888 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey she would 
marry John A. Meyer. The son of John Meyer, he was born November 7, 1855 in Germany. 
John died September 21, 1919 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Ida died April 28, 1933 in 
Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Both were interred in the family lot at Woodland 
Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. In addition to two babies who were thought to 
have died at child birth, they would have four children: John G. Meyer, Albertine Meyer, 
Elizabeth Meyer, Bertha Meyer and Marie Meyer.  

 
1.3.1. John and Ida Meyer's first child, John G. Meyer, was born April 15, 1889 in Newark, 

Essex County, New Jersey and died April 18, 1890 in Newark, Essex County, New 
 Jersey. He was interred in the family lot in Woodland Cemetery, Essex County, New 
Jersey.  

 
1.3.2. John and Ida Meyer's second child, Albertine Meyer, was born November 1890 in 

Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. She was residing with the mother as late as 1910 but 
no later record of her was to be found. 

 
1.3.3. John and Ida Meyer's fourth child, Elma Meyer, was born June 14, 1895 in Newark, Essex 

County, New Jersey.  She was residing with the mother as late as 1920 but no later record 
of her was to be found.   

 
1.3.4. John and Ida Meyer's fifth child, Marie Meyer, was born April 22, 1899 in Newark, Essex 

County, New Jersey. On September 25, 1920 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey she 
married Michael Schmelzle. Born February 15, 1895 in New Jersey, he was the son of 
Michael Schmelzle and Philipina Dauger. Marie died August 27, 1990 in Irvington, Essex 
County, New Jersey. Michael died December 1965 in Irvington, Essex County, New 
Jersey. They had one son, Robert Schmelzle, born about 1922. 

 
1.4. Charles and Pauline Leupold's fourth child, Pauline Leupold, was born March 24, 1872 in 

Newark, New Jersey. On November 18, 1896 in Newark, New Jersey she would marry John 
Henry Kluge. The son of William and Emilie Kluge, he was born May 1869 in Newark, Essex 
County, New Jersey. Nine months later, on August 23, 1897, Pauline would die of pneumonia in 
Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. She was interred in the family plot in Woodland Cemetery, 
Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. In July 1897, the month prior to Pauline's death, their son 
Harold Kluge was born. He remarried unmarried as of 1930. 

 
     Charles Leupold died on March 9, 1885 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. He was interred 
     in the Leupold Family Lot in Woodland Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. On   
     October 18, 1885 his widow, Pauline (Purfurst) Leupold, would re-marry to Gustav Müller in       
     Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. The son of Gustav Müller, he was born about 1842 in       
     Germany. There were  no children resulting from this marriage. Pauline (Purfurst-Leupold)    
     Mueller would die October 3, 1895 in Newark, New Jersey. She was interred beside her first        
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     husband, Charles Leupold, in the Woodland Cemetery family lot, Newark, Essex County, New   
     Jersey. 

 
2. Ernest and Wilhelmine Purfurst's eighth child, youngest daughter, Ida Fransisca Purfürst, hereafter 

referred to by her Anglicized name of Ida Purfurst, sailed from the German port of Bremen aboard 
the vessel America and arrived in New York City, New York on September 28, 1863. She would join 
her sister Pauline already living in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. About 1865 in Newark, Essex 
County, New Jersey Ida would marry Friedrich Liebeck.  He would become the first of three 
husbands that Ida would out-live. Ida and Friedrich Liebeck would have three children: Pauline 
Christine Liebeck, Frederick Liebeck and Ida Liebeck. 

 
2.1. Frederick and Ida Liebeck's first child, Pauline Christine Liebeck, was born July 10, 1866 in 

Newark, New Jersey. On May 15, 1886 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, Pauline Liebeck 
would marry Henry A. Meyer. The son of Johann Meyer, he was born about 1858 in Prussia. 
Henry and Pauline Meyer would have two children: John Meyer and Sophia Meyer. 

 
2.1.1. Henry and Pauline Meyer's first child, John Meyer, was born September 8, 1887 in 

Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. There exists a record at the Woodland Cemetery 
which simply indicates the burial of a "J. Meyer" with death and burial dates illegible. 
This is thought to pertain to John Meyer because the November 19, 1888 birth certificate 
for his sister states that two children had been born to her parents but that, at the time of 
her birth, she was the only one still living. John was interred in the Leupold Family Lot, 
Woodland Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 

     
2.1.2. Henry and Pauline Meyer's second child, Sophia Meyer, was born November 19, 1888 in 

Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. A number of documents have indicated that she was 
also known by the given name of "Emma". Although no marriage record has been found, 
there exists a record at Woodland Cemetery for the burial of an "Emma Stahle". It is 
believed that this is the married name for "Sophia Meyer". She died November 18, 1908 
in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. She was interred in the Leupold Family Lot, 
Woodland Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey.  

 
Henry Meyer died about 1888 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. On December 28, 1889 in 
Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, his widow Pauline (Liebeck) Meyer married John 
Gloeckler. The son of Tiberius and Elizabeth Gloeckler, he was born about 1855 in Germany. 
No later information on Pauline and John Gloeckler has yet been found. 

 
2.2. Frederick and Ida Liebeck's second child, Frederick Liebeck, was born June 1870 in Newark,     

Essex County, New Jersey. About 1895 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey he married 
Barbara Norfeld. She was born August 1863 in Germany. They would have one son, William 
Otto Liebeck.  

 
2.2.1. William Otto Liebeck was born January 16, 1898 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 

About 1924 he married Hariett _______.  She was born January 05, 1904. William died 
November 1970 in Plainfield, Union County, New Jersey. Hariett died August 05, 1990 in 
Plainfield, Union County, New Jersey. They had two children: William E. Liebeck and 
Herbert F. Liebeck.  

 
2.2.1.1. William E. Liebeck was born about 1925 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey.  
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2.2.1.2. Herbert F. Liebeck was born October 24, 1928 in Newark, Essex County, New 

 Jersey. He died August 27, 1994 in Nesquehoning, Carbon County, 
 Pennsylvania. 

 
2.3. Frederick and Ida Liebeck's third child, Ida Liebeck, was born August 1871 in Newark, New 

Jersey. She died July 23, 1871 in the New Jersey State Epileptic Hospital, Montgomery, 
Somerset County, New Jersey. She never married. 

 
 Ida (Purfurst) Liebeck's first husband, Frederick Liebeck, died about 1870. About 1873 in Newark, 
 Essex County, New Jersey Ida would re-marry to John Loeffler; he was born about 1829 in Germany. 
 Following John Loeffler's death about 1878, Ida would again re-marry; this time to Ludwig Strauch 
 on May 22, 1879 in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. The son of Stephen Strauch, he was born in 
 February 1846 in Germany. There were to be no children resulting from these last two marriages. Ida 
 nee Purfurst - Loeffler - Strauch died of Cholera on July 17, 1887 in Newark, New Jersey and was 
 interred in Woodland Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey.  
 
The family parents, Johann David Ernst Purfürst and his wife Christliebe Wilhelmine Seltmann, sailed 
from the port of Bremen aboard the vessel America and arrived in New York City, New York on 
September 13, 1864. They were accompanied by daughter Pauline (Purfurst) Leupold who had returned 
from America to escort them. The parents also took up residence in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 
In less then two years, Ernest, the name he preferred to use, returned to Germany, leaving his wife and 
family behind in America. Back in Germany, Ernest took his life by hanging on June 1, 1866. His wife 
Wilhelmine, the name she preferred to use, died February 2, 1888 and shares a Family Plot in the 
Woodland Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey with daughters Ida and Pauline and various 
members of their two respective families. 
 
3. Ernest and Wilhelmine Purfurst's sixth child, youngest son Robert Richard Purfürst, hereafter referred 

to by his chosen Anglicized name of Richard Purfurst, was born October 13, 1837 in Neustadt, 
Germany.  On April 19, 1864 he married Frederike Therese Schöps in Neustadt, Germany. The 
daughter of Johann Schöps and Johanna Karge, she was born on October 6, 1830 Neustadt, Germany. 
Within weeks after her father-in-law's return from America and subsequent suicide in 1866, 
Friederike would give birth to a daughter who would live but one day. Undoubtedly Ernest's suicide 
had placed great stress on the lone remaining family.  

 
 In May 1869 Robert and Friederike Purfürst sailed from the German port of Bremen aboard the 
 vessel Union and arrived at the American port of New York City, New York on May 8, 1869. They 
 would also live in Newark, Essex County, New Jersey and became the last of the Ernest and 
 Wilhelmine's family to immigrate to America. However, following the natural death in New Jersey of 
 the family mother, Wilhelmine, as well as sisters Ida and Pauline, Robert and Friederike also returned 
 to Neustadt, Germany. It was there that Friederike died on February 2, 1908 and Robert died on July 
 22, 1915. Theirs would be a childless marriage thus no direct descendants of Johann David Ernest 
 and Christliebe Wilhelmine (Seltmann) Purfürst exist in Germany.   
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Johann David Ernst & Christliebe Wilhelmine (Seltmann) Purfürst 
Newark, New Jersey - 1865 

with son  
Charles  

Rice County, MN 
 

Their Other Children: 
 

          
 
        Herman             Frederick                     Charles                           Robert  
   Steele County, MN          Covington, IN             Covington, IN                Newark, NJ 
 

   
 
            Pauline                            Ida 
          Newark, NJ                   Newark, NJ                 
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